FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – Re: Poker Face and the Hutaree militia
On March 29, 2010, Poker Face learned of the FBI raid on the Hutaree militia and posted the following statement on our website at www.pokerface.com:

“At the present time, Poker Face has no comment on the situation developing/unfolding with the Hutaree folks. 

But given the governments track record against we the free, it makes us suspect 
government motives first, not the Hutaree. 

For those interested in finding out where Poker Face is playing next, 
please send us an email with NEWSLETTER in the subject line 
to: pokerface@pokerface.com 

We pray that cooler heads prevail, and we are talking about ALL sides.”

This was posted because a Hutaree training video used the song, I Wanna Know, from the band’s fourth album, Made In America.  A link to www.pokerface.com also appeared on Hutaree’s front page.  
Hundreds, if not thousands, of individuals and groups have requested use of Poker Face music for movies, videos and other presentations.  It is always expressed that one requirement of use is for credit to be given in the form of a link back to our website.  Any interaction with Hutaree was limited to this request.  Use of our music should not be misconstrued as an endorsement of Hutaree.
Members of Poker Face do not condone the actions for which the nine members of Hutaree are being charged.  
We continue to reserve judgment on the 9 detained militia members until due process can prove innocence or guilt in this matter.
While we do not consider all law enforcement officers and state officials to be corrupt, Poker Face does continue to consider government duplicity after reports have surfaced that Hutaree members were unable to construct a pipe bomb without involvement by an undercover agent that had infiltrated the group.  It has also been reported that FBI officials setup the memorial event where several of the militia members were arrested.  This does give cause to question what else was concocted by agents or informants.
The scenario is eerily similar to the 1996 raid of a Georgia militia group.  Two members were arrested for possession of pipe bomb components.  During the trial, it was determined that militia members refused to construct or stockpile bombs or parts when prompted by an undercover BATF informant to do so.  Testimony by BATF Special Agent Steven Gillis indicated that the only people who prompted discussion on how to make pipe bombs or placed components on a militia member’s property were government informants.  No pipe bombs were ever built, but, the militia members were still charged with conspiracy and possession of an unregistered explosive device. 
This event took place 3 months before the Centennial Olympic Park bombing.  Richard Jewell, the security guard who discovered the pipe bomb was identified as a potential suspect.  This was based largely on the FBI’s "lone bomber" criminal profile and resulted in a media campaign that promoted him as a failure who planted the bomb to get attention.  Three months later, he was cleared and the FBI admitted it had no other suspects
Consider the more recent terrorist event on Christmas Day, 2009.  Kurt and Lori Haskell, both attorneys in Taylor, Michigan, witnessed Umar Farouk Abdul Mutallab, aka “the Panty Bomber,” trying to board their plane in Amsterdam without a passport.  He did eventually gain passage with the help of a sharp dressed man.  Their story was initially dismissed by Federal agencies.  However, it was reported on Jan 27, 2010 that intelligence officials asked the State Department not to deny a visa to the suspected terrorist.  This was stated by Patrick F. Kennedy, an undersecretary for management at the State Department, in testimony before the House Committee on Homeland Security.
These are just two examples showing how government entities have been lax with public safety and have been heavy handed with American citizens who had no interest in violent acts against the government.  Entire libraries could be built to house the chronicles of misdeeds perpetrated against American citizens by their own government.
We will concede that there are most likely organizations or individuals within every movement and cross section of society who have the ability to act with malicious intent.  If Hutaree proves to be one of them, then the fullest extent of the law should be exercised.
However, not all militias are violent radicals ready to overthrow the U.S. government.

Most militias are defensive in nature.  In a day when our National Guards, which some scholars argue are the equivalent of today’s militias, are being deployed overseas, the current militias are reasonably the last line of defense to protect their respective States.  According to the Constitution Society, the Second Amendment “recognize[s] the right, power, and duty of able-bodied persons (originally males, but now females also) to organize into militias and defend the state. It effectively recognizes that all citizens have military and police powers, and the "able-bodied" ones -- the militia -- also have military and police duties, whether exercised in an organized manner or individually in a crisis.” http://www.constitution.org/leglrkba.htm
Many of the organized militias have been called upon by their communities in recent years to assist local governments or agencies.  In fact, 3 members of the Hutaree militia were called upon to help in a search and rescue mission on March 25, 2010.
http://www.annarbor.com/news/bridgewater-township-turns-to-militia-for-help/
Our biggest concern with this whole fiasco is that it will further divide the country.  Continuing down this path will ensure that the general population, whether Democrat or Republican, Conservative or Progressive, left or right, black or white will continue pointing fingers at each other until this country is plunged into another civil war where brothers will be fighting brothers.  

Our biggest hope is that all sides will understand these ramifications, realize that this nation is in serious trouble economically, morally and functionally, comprehend that the two-party system is nothing more than a monopoly of corporate interests, and join together in a peaceful Revolution to restore power to the people and their individual States without the necessity for the type of violent Revolution that birthed the Union.
May God have mercy on our country and our souls.
Poker Face promotes a strict adherence to Constitutional government and resistance to tyranny through music using poignant and often times controversial lyrics.  The band has performed in support of Presidential and Congressional candidates from the Libertarian, Republican, and Reform Parties as well as events sponsored by the Progressive Democrats of America and the U.S. Marijuana Party. 
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